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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims objected to because of the following informalities: 

Referring to claim 1 , "communication" is understood to refer to "communicating". 

Referring to claim 1 , the "and" is understood to go between the second and third 
limitations, rather than the first and second limitations. 

Referring to claim 12, "communiating" is understood to refer to "communicating". 

Referring to claim 15, ""the a client" is understood to refer to "a client". 

Referring to claim 14, "...claim14, wherein the system in constructed... nodes 
perform..." is understood to refer to "claim 14, wherein the system is constructed... 
nodes to perform..." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
6360331 to Vert et al. Referring to claim 1 , Vert discloses a method for backing up a 
cluster having one or more nodes, comprising: 

providing a primary coordinator operative with the cluster (Figure 2, 57.); 
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providing a backup service for each of said nodes, the backup service further 
operative with said primary coordinator (From line 63 of column 4, "To create a new 
cluster, a system administrator runs a cluster installation utility on a system that then 
becomes a first member of the cluster 58. For a new cluster 58, a database is created 
and the initial cluster member information is added thereto. The administrator then 
configures any devices that are to be managed by the cluster software. At this time, a 
cluster exists having a single member, after which the installation procedure is run on 
each of the other members of the cluster. For each added member, the name of the 
existing cluster is entered and the new system receives a copy of the existing cluster 
database." From line 41 of column 5, "Systems (e.g., 60.sub.1 -60.sub.j of FIG. 2) in the 
cluster 58 have the same view of cluster membership, and in the event that one system 
detects a communication failure with another system, the detecting system broadcasts a 
message to the cluster 58 causing other members to verify their view of the current 
cluster membership. This is known as a regroup event, during which writes to 
potentially shared devices are disabled until the membership has stabilized. If a system 
does not respond, it is removed from the cluster 58 and its active groups are failed over 
("pulled") to one or more active systems. Note that the failure of a cluster service 70 
also causes its locally managed resources to fail."); 

and communicating backup information by the primary coordinator to the backup 
service of a first node after an application has been moved to the first node from a 
second node (From the abstract, "When the application is failed over to a second 
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system, the snapshot for that application is retrieved from the quorum disk and written 
to the registry of the second system in a corresponding subtree."). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2-26 allowed provided correction of above indicated informalities. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Referring to 
claims 2-1 1 , the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest providing a primary 
coordinator executing on a first node of the cluster; providing a backup service for each 
of the nodes, each backup service operative with the primary coordinator; obtaining 
failover information by the primary coordinator from a cluster service of the second 
node, in the scope and context of claim 2. 

6. Referring to claims 12-25, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest each of 
said nodes further executing a backup service; a primary coordinator executing on one 
of the two or more nodes, the primary coordinator constructed and arranged to 
coordinate the backup of data on the nodes by communicating backup information to 
the backup services, in the scope and context of claim 12. 

7. Referring to claim 26, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest a backup 
service on each of the nodes; and a primary coordinator executing on one of the nodes, 
the primary coordinator constructed and arranged to direct the backup service on each 
of said nodes to backup data on the node through the SAN, in the scope and context of 
claim 26. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See notice of references cited. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gabriel L. Chu whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3656. The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays between 8:30 AM and 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Baderman can be reached on (571) 272-3644. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Gabriel L. Chu 
Examiner 
Art Unit 21 14 



